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      National Silver Haired Congress      

 www.natlshc.org  

                        Legislative Advocacy for Seniors  

    December 2013 Newsletter 
 

Hi, Y’all,  It has been an exciting 2013, with our meeting in Amarillo. Our 

next Legislative Session has been scheduled and will be held in Alexandria, 

Va., at the Hilton Alexandria Mark Center, August 7-10, 2014.   

   Detailed plans are being finalized, and information will be posted on the 

website, www.natlshc.org and mailed out as well.  Resolutions will be due  

 .  We are working to make NSHC the best organization it can be for seniors 

and hope you will continue to support this very valuable organization.   

  

Silver Haired Legislature to take bills to Oklahoma Capitol 
One bill being presented by Oklahoma's Silver Haired Legislature would increase vehicle registration fees 

to help fund senior nutrition programs. 

BY JIM KILLACKEY • Published: November 20, 2013 

One recommendation from the Oklahoma Silver Haired Legislature would funnel some $1.5 million 

annually into senior meal programs, while another would eliminate the sales tax on hearing aids for 

seniors 60 and older. 

Silver Haired Legislature bills of late have met with success at the state Capitol, including approval of video 

surveillance cameras in nursing homes and establishment of the Silver Alert system for seniors. 

“Honestly, I don't believe the good people of Oklahoma would resent giving just 50 cents extra for vehicle 

tags to help feed the senior citizens of our state,” said John Kusel, a Fort Cobb rancher and president of the 

Oklahoma Silver Haired Legislature Alumni Association. 

Some 5.75 million meals were served during 2012 to Oklahoma seniors in their homes and at congregate 

meal sites, according to the Oklahoma Council on Aging. 

The proposed bill would add 50 cents to all car and truck tag renewals. There are about 2.9 million vehicle 

tag registrations a year in the state, said Paula Ross, communications director for the Oklahoma Tax 

Commission. 

“Several years back, the Legislature cut the state nutrition program funding by about $7 million. Some 

nutrition sites had to close while others in the state were put on a four-day meal service,” said James 

Spencer, a senior advocate from Shawnee. 

“Oklahoma communities tried to help supply a fifth day of meals, and it worked in some communities but 

not in others,” Spencer said. “Part of the funding was put back, but not all. There has not been a real 

increase to the program since that time.” 

http://www.natlshc.org/
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Another measure would eliminate the sales tax on hearing aid sales for Oklahomans 60 and older. If 

passed by state lawmakers in 2014, the bill would mean a drop in tax revenues of about $970,000 a year, 

Ross said. 

Focus on fees 

Oklahoma House Speaker T.W. Shannon held an interim study to evaluate how agencies create and 

increase fees to pay for services. 

“Oklahoma families and businesses are the ones who have to pay these fees and we must see that they are 

not overcharged,” said Shannon, R-Lawton. “This Legislature has made great strides to protect 

Oklahomans from overbearing taxation and lowering the tax burden. We must expand this oversight to 

state fees.” 

Todd Haggerty of the National Conference of State Legislatures said Oklahoma is 16th when it comes to fee 
reliance for state revenue and has a greater reliance on fees than most states in the region. Haggerty said it 
would be to the benefit of Oklahoma to assess its fee structures for future economic development and 
financial stability. 

Shannon said, “It is a priority of this office to create policies that provide core government services to the 
people while allowing hardworking Oklahomans to hold on to more of their money.” 

State and outside experts testified to how fees are evaluated and the process in which they are levied. 
While fees are intended to cover the costs of services, government holds a monopoly on many services, and 
the fee amounts paid by citizens and business are at times too much, they said. 

Already, Gov. Mary Fallin has signed a bill increasing fees for driver's licenses. 

Some of the increased fees called for in Senate Bill 652 will go toward paying for more license examiners in 
an attempt to deal with long lines at driver's license testing sites. The measure increases the standard four-
year driver's license fee from $20.50 to $33.50. Commercial licenses increase $11. The bill is expected to 
generate $9.6 million. Some of the money will go to buy telecommunications equipment. SB 652 took 
effect Nov. 1. 

James Spencer said eliminating the sales tax on hearing aids for those ages 60 and older should be passed. 
“Every dollar saved by seniors is a dollar they can use for food, medications or other necessities,” he said. 

“Let us say a pair of hearing aids costs $2,000. The sales tax on this, depending on where the person is 
buying them, would be in the $180 range. That could very well be the senior's utility-bill payment for three 
months,” Spencer said. “In addition, most seniors won't be able to purchase the hearing aid with cash, but 
will have to finance it. Now tack the interest for the financing to the $180 and you easily can see the cost 
may be $230-$250 dollars.” 

Prescription labeling 

The Oklahoma Silver Haired Legislature does have another priority item. It states that “Oklahoma doctors 
are required to inform patients ages 60 and older that they may have the reason for taking a medication 
printed on the medication-bottle label.” 

“Our discussions with seniors around the state revealed that a vast majority are unaware they have the 
right to have their doctors list the purpose of the prescription on the label. We feel requiring doctor's 
offices to publicly post that information will pretty much resolve the problem,” said Kusel, the alumni 
association president. 

The 1,200-member Oklahoma State Medical Association responded. 

“We look forward to working with the Silver Haired Legislature and our state lawmakers not just on this 
prescription labeling issue, but on many other issues related to patient safety and access to care that 
impacts Oklahoma's seniors and their physicians,” said Wes Glinsmann, director of legislative affairs and 
communications for the state medical association. 
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Articles about events or meetings of Silver Haired 

Legislatures are welcomed.  Please send to Pat 

Porter at nshcpat@gmail.com 

 

 

Your questions or comments on this Newletter are welcome as well.. 

          Editor:  Pat J. Porter at nshcpat@gmail.com  or 1651 CR 255, Big Spring, TX  79720-0704.  
 

Check the National Silver Haired Congress Website and calendar regularly at 
www.natlshc.org. 

Access the Members section by using the password, 
 silvermember. 


  

 

     If you have not already, now is the time to pay dues for 2014 . . . 
 

Our list of those who have paid dues is our roll and our mailing list. You do not have to be a Senator or 
a Representative to be a member and to be on all e-mail and snail mail lists. We welcome you as a 
friend / supporter whether or not you are able to attend our meetings. 
  

National Silver Haired Congress  ~  2014 Membership 
 

Dues for our fiscal year (January 1, 2014– December 31, 2014) are $20 and 
are now due. Checks should be written to National Silver Haired Congress or 
NSHC and mailed to Laurell Marker, P O Box 713, Wheatland, WY  82201. 
 

NAME __________________________________________Amount enclosed $___________ 
 

Address: ______________________________ ______    City, St, Zip_________________________________ 
 

Telephone:________________________  E-MAIL________________________________________________ 
 

Please circle membership category.   Senator    Representative Friend / Supporter 
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