
  Thelma Clark: State loses a tireless advocate of fairness 

  

COURTESY of Thelma Clark's family 

Thelma Clark, a longtime Democratic lobbyist and advocate for seniors and the poor, died 

Monday at age 90. 

Thelma Clark, a Las Vegas resident turned political lobbyist, a senior advocate with a razor-

sharp wit, a tenacious and tireless spitfire packed in a 5-foot-1-inch frame, died Monday at age 

90. 

Since 1981 Clark had prowled political offices in 13 consecutive legislative sessions until 2007 

— when she was sidelined after falling and breaking her back. 

Clark, a Democrat, pushed through scores of bills on behalf of mobile home park residents, 

assisting the elderly and the poor at the state and federal levels. In the 2005 Legislature, she 

weighed in on more than 80 bills, and in 2006 when an elderly friend was denied rehabilitation 

therapy, Clark went to Republican Sen. John Ensign, who introduced the Medicare Access to 

Rehabilitation Services Act in January 2007. 

Clark came to Las Vegas in 1964, two years after her husband, Illinois golf pro Ishmael Clark, 

died. Her foray into politics came by accident 17 years later. The eviction of a neighbor in her 

mobile home park set Clark’s mind searching state law, where she discovered mobile home park 

residents had no protection from landlord actions. 

A native of Olney, Ill., Clark launched her citizen activism after she turned 65, retiring as a 

Culinary Union food checker and cashier at Caesars Palace and the Frontier, serving the likes of 

Johnny Carson and Dean Martin. 

Clark was named Las Vegas Citizen of the Month in 2007. 



Clark went blind and had to have physical therapy after breaking her back, but she never stopped 

advocating in the name of justice and fair play. 

Visitation was 1 to 7 p.m. Friday, with funeral services at 10 a.m. Saturday, both at Palm 

Mortuary, 1325 N. Main St., Las Vegas.   
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